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ABSTRACT 

Object complements play a crucial role in English grammar by providing additional 

information about the objects in a sentence. This study examines the importance of object 

complements in enhancing sentence meaning and structure. It delves into the categorical 

distinctions of object complements within linguistic structures, emphasizing their roles and 

functions as obligatory constituents within clause constructions. The research also addresses 

the theoretical challenges and complexities associated with defining and differentiating 

object complements from other sentence elements. Through empirical data and corpus 

studies, the study validates and refines theoretical models, observing real-world instances of 

object complements in language usage. By employing functional criteria, the research aims 

to provide a comprehensive understanding of object complements and their implications for 

linguistic theory and analysis. This abstract captures the key points of the study, including the 

importance of object complements, their categorizations, theoretical challenges, and 

empirical validation. 

Keywords: Object Complement, English Grammar, Language Learning. 

mailto:femychandrawinata05@gmail.com


 

282 
 

INTRODUCTION 

The English language is renowned for its complexity and subtlety, with a rich array of 

grammatical structures that allow for nuanced expression and precise communication. One 

crucial aspect of English grammar that often goes unnoticed is the role of object 

complements. Object complements are essential components of sentences that provide 

additional information about the direct object, enhancing the clarity and precision of the 

message being conveyed. Despite their significance, object complements are often 

overlooked in linguistic studies, leading to a lack of comprehensive understanding of their 

functions and roles within the grammatical system. 

Object complements can be defined as words or phrases that follow a direct object and 

provide further details about it. They can take various forms, including adjectives, nouns, 

pronouns, prepositional phrases, and adverbial phrases. For instance, in the sentence "I 

bought a new car with a sunroof," "with a sunroof" is an object complement that provides 

additional information about the car. Similarly, in the sentence "I named my dog Max," 

"Max" is an object complement that identifies the direct object "my dog." 

The importance of object complements lies in their ability to enrich sentence meaning 

and structure. They help to clarify the relationship between the subject and the object, 

providing context and specificity that would otherwise be lacking. Object complements also 

play a crucial role in distinguishing between different types of sentences, such as active and 

passive, and in conveying the speaker's intentions and emotions. 

Despite their significance, object complements are often neglected in linguistic 

research. This neglect can be attributed to the complexity of their categorization and the 

challenges in differentiating them from other sentence elements. Theoretical models and 

linguistic frameworks often fail to provide a comprehensive understanding of object 

complements, leading to inconsistencies in their definition and application. 

In this study, we aim to address these gaps by examining the importance of object 

complements in English grammar. We will delve into the categorical distinctions of object 

complements, exploring their roles and functions within clause constructions. We will also 

address the theoretical challenges and complexities associated with defining and 

differentiating object complements from other sentence elements. Through empirical data and 

corpus studies, we will validate and refine theoretical models, observing real-world instances 

of object complements in language usage. By employing functional criteria, we aim to 

provide a comprehensive understanding of object complements and their implications for 

linguistic theory and analysis 

 

METHODOLOGY 

Corpus Analysis 

The study will employ a corpus analysis of conversational English to identify and 

categorize instances of object complements. This will involve the use of a large corpus of 

spoken and written English to gather data on the frequency, distribution, and functions of 

object complements. 

Case Studies 

Case studies will be conducted to examine specific instances of object complements in 

context. This will involve analyzing specific sentences or texts to illustrate the roles and 

functions of object complements in different linguistic contexts. 

Literature Review 

A thorough literature review will be conducted to examine existing research on object 

complements and to identify gaps in the current understanding. This will involve reviewing 

relevant studies, theories, and frameworks to provide a comprehensive background for the 

study. 



 

283 
 

Data Collection and Analysis 

1. Corpus Collection 

A corpus of conversational English will be collected from various sources, including 

online forums, social media, and written texts. 

2. Data Coding 

The collected data will be coded and classified according to the identified categories 

and criteria. 

3. Statistical Analysis 

Statistical tools will be used to analyze the frequency and distribution of object 

complements in the corpus. 

4. Case Studies 

Specific instances of object complements will be analyzed in context to illustrate their 

roles and functions. 

5. Identifying Object Complements 

Determine the noun or pronoun that receives the action of the verb. Look for words or 

phrases that follow the direct object and provide more details about it. 

Data Interpretation and Conclusion 

The findings will be interpreted and discussed in the context of existing theoretical 

models and linguistic frameworks. The study will conclude by summarizing the key findings 

and their implications for linguistic theory and analysis. This methodology ensures a 

comprehensive and systematic approach to understanding the importance and functions of 

object complements in English grammar. 

 

FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

The Role of Object Complements in Sentence Structure 

Object complements are an integral part of the essential sentence structure: subject + 

verb + direct object + object complement. They help to clarify the relationship between the 

subject and the object, providing context and specificity that would otherwise be lacking. For 

instance, in the sentence "Adel considers Lucas a genius," “a genius” is an object 

complement that describes Lucas, making the sentence more informative and precise. 

Types of Object Complements 

1. Noun as Object Complements 

Noun object complements are words or phrases that rename or identify the direct object. 

They provide additional information about the direct object. For example: "We named our 

child Casey." Here, "Casey" is a noun object complement that renames the direct object "our 

child". 

2. Adjective as Object Complements 

Adjective object complements are adjectives that describe the direct object. They 

provide additional information about the direct object. For example: "She considers Louis a 

genius." Here, "a genius" is an adjective object complement that describes Louis. 

3. Prepositional Phrase as Object Complements 

Prepositional phrase object complements are phrases that consist of a preposition and a 

noun or pronoun. They provide additional information about the direct object. For example: 

"We found the notebook on the table." Here, "on the table" is a prepositional phrase object 

complement that describes the direct object "the notebook". 

Verbs That Attract Object Complements 

Object complements often follow specific verbs that require additional information 

about the direct object. These verbs are known as verbs that attract object complements. 

There are some common verbs that use object: appoint, call, consider, deem, elect, find, get, 

make, name, paint, pronounce, turn. 
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Object Complements vs. Subject Complements: A Comparative Analysis 

Object complements and subject complements are two types of grammatical elements 

that serve different functions in English grammar. While both provide additional information 

about the sentence, they differ in their position, verb type, and role within the sentence. 

1. Position 

Object complements typically follow the direct object, providing additional information 

about it. Subject complements, on the other hand, follow a linking verb, describing or 

renaming the subject. 

2. Verb Type 

Object complements often follow action verbs, while subject complements follow 

linking verbs. This distinction is crucial in understanding the function and role of each type of 

complement. 

3. Role 

Object complements describe or rename the direct object, enhancing the sentence's 

clarity and precision. Subject complements, by contrast, describe or rename the subject, 

providing more detail about it. 

The Impact of Understanding Object Complements on Language Learning 

Understanding object complements can significantly improve language learning by 

enhancing sentence structure, clarity, and precision. Here are some ways understanding 

object complements can improve language learning: 

1. Enhanced Sentence Structure 

Object complements form part of the essential sentence structure: subject + verb + 

direct object + object complement. They provide additional information about the direct 

object, making the sentence more descriptive and informative. 

2. Improved Clarity and Precision 

Object complements help to clarify the relationship between the subject and the object, 

providing context and specificity that would otherwise be lacking. For example, "He found 

the book interesting" uses an object complement to describe the direct object "the book". 

3.  Better Communication Skills 

Object Complements in Communication: Understanding object complements helps 

learners to communicate more effectively by using sentences that are clear and descriptive. 

This is particularly important in academic and professional settings where precise language is 

crucial. 

4.  Enhanced Writing Skills 

Object Complements in Writing: Object complements are essential for constructing 

sentences that are clear and well-structured. By understanding how to use object 

complements, learners can improve their writing skills and create more effective sentences. 

5. Improved Grammar Skills 

Object complements are a fundamental part of English grammar, and understanding 

them helps learners to develop a deeper understanding of sentence structure and grammar 

rules. 

6. Enhanced Reading Comprehension 

Understanding object complements helps learners to better comprehend sentences and 

texts by recognizing how object complements provide additional information about the direct 

object. 

7.  Improved Language Fluency 

By understanding object complements, learners can improve their language fluency by 

using sentences that are more natural and idiomatic. 
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8.  Enhanced Language Accuracy 

Understanding object complements helps learners to avoid common mistakes and use 

language accurately. This is crucial for effective communication and writing. 

Object Complements in Academic and Professional Settings 

Object complements are essential elements in both academic and professional settings, 

where precise and clear communication is crucial. In these contexts, object complements help 

convey detailed information about the object of a sentence, enhancing the overall clarity and 

specificity of the message. 

In academic writing, object complements are often used to provide additional details 

that refine the meaning of the object, making arguments more persuasive and descriptions 

more vivid. For example, in a research paper, a sentence like "The study found the results 

significant" includes the object complement "significant," which clarifies the nature of the 

results. This additional information is crucial for readers to understand the significance and 

implications of the findings. 

Similarly, in professional settings, object complements play a vital role in effective 

communication. For instance, in a business report, a sentence such as "The committee 

declared the project complete" uses the object complement "complete" to provide a clear and 

precise update on the project's status. This precise use of language ensures that all 

stakeholders have a clear understanding of the project's progress, aiding in decision-making 

and planning. 

Moreover, object complements are frequently used in job descriptions, performance 

evaluations, and customer service interactions. For example, a job performance review might 

state, "The manager found the employee's work exceptional," where "exceptional" serves as 

the object complement, providing a clear assessment of the employee's performance. In 

customer service, a statement like "The client considered the service satisfactory" uses 

"satisfactory" as an object complement to accurately describe the client's feedback. 

Understanding and correctly using object complements can significantly enhance the 

quality of communication in academic and professional contexts. It allows individuals to 

convey their messages more precisely, making their communication more effective and 

impactful. As such, mastering the use of object complements is a valuable skill for students 

and professionals aiming to achieve high standards in their writing and communication. 

Teaching Object Complements 

1. Definition and Identification 

Start by defining object complements and explaining their role in a sentence. Highlight 

the difference between object complements and other sentence components, such as subject 

complements and direct objects. Use simple examples like "They elected her governor" to 

show how "governor" complements the object "her."  

2. Examples and Practice 

Provide numerous examples from different contexts, including academic, professional, 

and everyday language. Engage students in practice exercises where they identify and create 

sentences using object complements. This reinforces their understanding and application of 

the concept. Examples such as "She painted her hair burgundy" (where "burgundy" is the 

object complement) help illustrate their use. 

3. Contextual Learning 

Use real-life texts, such as excerpts from articles, books, and reports, to show how 

object complements are used in authentic language. Analyzing these texts helps students see 

the practical application of object complements. Encourage students to incorporate object 

complements into their writing assignments, providing feedback to refine their usage 
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4. Interactive Activities 

Implement interactive activities like sentence construction games, group work, and peer 

review sessions. These activities make learning about object complements engaging and 

collaborative. Use technology, such as grammar apps and online quizzes, to provide 

additional practice and immediate feedback. 

Learning Object Complements 

1. Understand the Basics 

Start by learning the basic definition and function of object complements. Recognize 

that they provide extra information about the object in a sentence.  

2. Practice Regularly 

Practice regularly by writing sentences that include object complements. Use grammar 

workbooks, online exercises, and language learning apps to reinforce your understanding. 

3. Seek Feedback 

Share your sentences with teachers, classmates, or language partners and ask for 

feedback. Constructive feedback helps identify areas for improvement and reinforces correct 

usage. Pay attention to feedback on written assignments and revise sentences to better 

understand how to use object complements effectively. 

4. Apply in Real Contexts 

Apply your knowledge of object complements in real-life writing and speaking 

situations. Whether writing essays, reports, or engaging in conversations, consciously use 

object complements to enhance your communication. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Object complements play a crucial role in enhancing sentence structure and clarity in 

English grammar. They add necessary details and specificity to the direct object, making 

sentences more informative and precise. Understanding the various types of object 

complements—nouns, adjectives, and prepositional phrases—enables learners to construct 

clearer and more descriptive sentences. Specific verbs often attract object complements, and 

recognizing these patterns can aid in mastering their usage. 

The distinction between object complements and subject complements is essential for 

understanding their respective functions within a sentence. While object complements follow 

action verbs and describe or rename the direct object, subject complements follow linking 

verbs and provide additional information about the subject. 

Mastering object complements can significantly impact language learning by improving 

sentence structure, clarity, and overall communication skills. In both academic and 

professional settings, the precise use of object complements enhances the quality of writing 

and speaking, making communication more effective and impactful.  

Effective teaching strategies for object complements include clear definitions, varied 

examples, contextual learning, and interactive activities. For learners, regular practice, 

seeking feedback, and applying knowledge in real contexts are key to developing a strong 

command of object complements. By focusing on these strategies, educators and learners can 

improve their understanding and usage of this vital grammatical element, leading to better 

language proficiency and communication skills. 
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